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Film Series
Watch and discuss Asian American films that inspect history and current events.

Abacus: Small Enough to Jail
Documentary 2016, 1.5 hrs
Abacus: Small Enough to Jail tells the incredible saga of
the Chinese immigrant Sung family, owners of Abacus
Federal Savings of Chinatown, New York. Accused of
mortgage fraud by Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R.
Vance, Jr., Abacus becomes the only U.S. bank to face
criminal charges in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis. The indictment and subsequent trial forces the Sung
family to defend themselves – and their bank’s legacy in the Chinatown community – over the course of a five-year
legal battle.

The Sung Sisters: Jill & Vera | Q&A

Vera Sung (l eft above ) is the Closing Attorney and Director of Abacus Federal Savings Bank. Vera has a JD from
Boston College Law School and a BA from Wellesley College.
Jill Sung (m iddle above ) has been the President & CEO of Abacus Federal Savings Bank for over 11 years. Abacus
Bank was started by her father, Thomas Sung (right above), in 1984 to meet the banking needs of the AsianAmerican community in NYC. The Bank also has branches in Edison, NJ and Philadelphia. Abacus remains today a
minority bank, which focuses on financial services to consumers and small businesses within its community.
Abacus Bank takes pride in helping its customers (many of whom are immigrants) establish their financial “roots”
here and then address their growing financial needs as they establish themselves in this country. Abacus’s goal is
to ensure that all members of its community have fair and equal access to the banking system to achieve
economic success. Jill has a MBA from Wharton, JD from NYU, and a BA from Wesleyan University.

And Then They Came For Us
Documentary 2017, 45 mins
And Then They Came For Us is a cautionary and
inspiring tale for all societies. 76 years ago President
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, paving the way
for the forced incarceration of 120,000 Japanese
Americans and Japanese. The film educates audiences about the constitutional damage done in the name of
national security. Thousands of American citizens lost their homes, their businesses and their families due to war
hysteria and racism. Yet the validity of these actions were upheld by the US Supreme Court in 1944, based on
governmental lies that were later uncovered. Featuring Japanese Americans who were
incarcerated, rediscovered photos of Dorothea Lange and the story of Fred Korematsu’s
long journey to justice, the film brings history into the present, as it follows Japanese
Americans speaking out against the current Muslim travel ban and other regressive
immigration policies.

Suki Terada Ports | Discussion Facilitator

Suki is a Japanese American advocate with a long history of working on Asian American
issues in New York City. As a child, she went through the Japanese Internment period
during which her mother was placed under house arrest by the FBI in New York. Suki’s real-life
experience will guide her as she leads the discussion of our film showing.
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The Chinese Exclusion Act
Documentary 2017, 35 mins version
The Chinese Exclusion Act by award-winning
documentary filmmakers Ric Burns and Li-Shin Yu
sheds a light on the important connections between
the Chinese Exclusion Act and the history of American
civil liberties, immigration, and culture. By examining
the socio-economic and geo-political forces that led to
the Act, the film will uncover its unmistakable and
wide-ranging consequences on national attitudes towards race, culture, politics, and society. At its core, this is a
film about American identity; tracing the arc of what has defined being American from the time the United States
was a fledgling republic through its astronomical rise as a world superpower.

Jack (John Kuo Wei) Tchen | Discussion Facilitator

Jack is a historian, curator, and writer. Professor Tchen is the Clement A Price Chair of
Public History & Humanities at Rutgers University – Newark and Director of the Clement
Price Institute on Ethnicity, Culture & the Modern Experience, beginning Fall 2018. He is
founding director of the A/P/A Studies Program and Institute and part of the founding
faculty of the Department of Social and Cultural Analysis at New York University. He cofounded the Museum of Chinese in America in 1979-80 where he continues to serve as
senior historian. He was the senior historian for a New-York Historical Society exhibition on
the impact of Chinese Exclusion Laws on the formation of the US and also senior advisor for
the two-hour “American Experience” PBS documentary with Ric Burns and Lishin Yu on the
“Chinese Exclusion Act.”

